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We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to Jeanette
Kuvin-Oren for the beautiful Torah mantles she has so lovingly
created for us in honor of the High Holy Days. We shall have

more to say about them shortly.

And, of course, our deepest thanks as well to our generous
donors, Jonathan Friedman and Ruth Cummings, whose open-
hearted generosity continues to add inspiration and holiness to

our synagogue.
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You established the universe in "Ton 272 071y N1 nnx" (1
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This is the opening line of the earliest known *Avodah* (*Seder
Ha-Avodah?*) liturgical poem. It was composed, most likely in
the fourth century, by the Eretz-Yisrael paytan **Yose ben

Yose**,

The faithful of heart - see, learn and " "11'an 22% 1" (2
1 T0 VI'S NN X' - "understand the wonders of God's creation
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is the opening line of the *Avodah* poem composed by
**Abraham Ibn Ezra**. It has traditionally been recited in all
Yemenite communities; today it survives primarily in the Baladi-
Habbani tradition, and it is also preserved in the liturgical rites
of Italy and Provence.
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s a line from the piyyut *"Shemo Mefa'arim,"** recited during

the cantor's repetition of the *Amidah* on the first day of Rosh

HaShanah. It strikes me as an especially powerful choice, as it



evokes the remarkable number of *olim* in our congregation—
men and women who have returned to the Land of Israel from
the farthest corners of the world—while simultaneously alluding

to Jerusalem through the phrase **"His holy mountain.
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These words were woven subtly into the Torah mantles - as
Jeannet did so exceptionally -they create multiple layers of
meaning. They evoke the High Holy Days and connect us to
the great liturgical poets who shaped our prayers centuries,
ago; they speak of God's creation of the world through

boundless lovingkindness, of those who are faithful in heart,



and of the return to the Land of Israel and our place in

Jerusalem.
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"an?" the meanings of the verb
to see, to understand, to vision far and beyond, to internalize.
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abundant lovingkindness, mercy, understanding and elevation.
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